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Ill. Lakeside Residents Lose Cert. Bid In Oil Spill Suit
law360.com/articles/1428361

By Ethan Beberness Listen to article

Law360 (October 5, 2021, 6:08 PM EDT) -- An Illinois federal judge denied certification

Tuesday to a proposed class of Highland, Illinois, residents seeking damages after a pipeline

allegedly leaked thousands of gallons of crude oil into their water supply, stating that the

proposed class is too vague.

U.S. District Judge Staci M. Yandle, writing in a 12-page memorandum and order,

determined that the definition for the proposed class would include many households located

throughout the Silver Lake watershed who were likely not at all impacted by the spill from

the pipeline owned by Plains All American Pipeline LP.

"Significantly, plaintiffs' proposed class of 4,400 households is populated almost entirely by

property owners without any shoreline along the pathway of the spill and who could not have

suffered a legally recognized injury or harm and plaintiffs' expert witnesses do not provide

evidence of physical injury to any property," Judge Yandle said.

The suit's two lead plaintiffs, Cheryl Morr and David Medlock, own two of the 11 properties

along the shore of Silver Lake, located northeast of St. Louis. The owners of the remaining

shoreline properties have yet to join the suit.

The complaint that launched the suit, filed nearly two years after a 2015 crude oil spill at a

Plains pump station located near Highland, accused Plains of "negligent and reckless

conduct" that resulted in a burst pipeline fitting and caused "real and lasting effect on

Highland residents' properties and environment."

Judge Yandle's memorandum, however, points out that environmental tests performed in

2018 by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, as well as by experts retained by both

the property owners and Plains, determined that only small amounts of crude oil-related

toxins remained in the area after Plains completed its cleanup.

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency closed its file on the spill in April 2016, about

10 months before Morr, Medlock and a third plaintiff who has since terminated his claims

filed their complaint.

Judge Yandle, who denied Plains' most recent bid to exit the suit in 2018, ordered Morr and

Medlock to continue their cases as individuals, stating in her discussion that the group of

property owners that might partake in the suit is not large enough to warrant a class.

"I'm not happy about it, but what can I do?" Medlock told Law360 on Tuesday.

https://www.law360.com/articles/1428361
https://www.law360.com/companies/plains-gp-holdings-lp
https://www.law360.com/agencies/illinois-environmental-protection-agency
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Morr did not respond to requests for comment.

Counsel for the proposed class and counsel and representatives for the pipeline company did

not immediately respond to requests for comment Tuesday.

The plaintiffs are represented by John J. Driscoll and Christopher J. Quinn of The Driscoll

Firm PC.

Plains is represented by David A. Schott and Heather J. Hays of Rynearson Suess

Schnurbusch & Champion LLC and Lewis C. Sutherland and Matthew C. Hoffman of Vinson

& Elkins LLP.

The case is Cheryl Morr et al. v. Plains All American Pipeline LP et al., case number 3:17-cv-

00163, in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Illinois

--Additional reporting by Michael Phillis. Editing by Daniel King.

For a reprint of this article, please contact reprints@law360.com.

0 Comments

Attached Documents

Order

Useful Tools & Links

Add to Briefcase

Save to PDF & Print

Rights/Reprints

Editorial Contacts

Related Sections

Class Action

Energy

Environmental

Illinois

Product Liability

Case Information

Case Title

Nodine, et al v. Plains All American Pipeline, L.P., et al

https://www.law360.com/firms/rynearson-suess
https://www.law360.com/firms/vinson-elkins
https://www.law360.com/dockets/615c748d1ffb4300c3747812
https://www.law360.com/agencies/u-s-district-court-for-the-southern-district-of-illinois
mailto:reprints@law360.com?subject=Ill.%20Lakeside%20Residents%20Lose%20Cert.%20Bid%20In%20Oil%20Spill%20Suit
https://www.law360.com/articles/1428361/attachments/0
https://www.law360.com/articles/1428361/print?section=classaction
https://www.law360.com/about/rights_and_reprints?article_id=1428361
https://www.law360.com/about/editorial_contacts
https://www.law360.com/classaction?article_sidebar=1
https://www.law360.com/energy?article_sidebar=1
https://www.law360.com/environmental?article_sidebar=1
https://www.law360.com/illinois?article_sidebar=1
https://www.law360.com/productliability?article_sidebar=1
https://www.law360.com/cases/58a4d7f4eb65844a77000001?article_sidebar=1


3/3

 

Case Number

3:17-cv-00163

Court

Illinois Southern

Nature of Suit

Personal Property: Other

Judge

Staci M. Yandle

Date Filed

February 15, 2017

Law Firms

Rynearson Suess

Vinson & Elkins

Companies

Plains GP Holdings LP

Government Agencies

Judge Analytics

powered by Lex Machina®

 Staci M. Yandle

 

 

https://www.law360.com/cases/58a4d7f4eb65844a77000001?article_sidebar=1
https://www.law360.com/judges/staci-m-yandle/articles?article_sidebar=1
https://www.law360.com/firms/rynearson-suess/articles?article_related_content=1
https://www.law360.com/firms/vinson-elkins/articles?article_related_content=1
https://www.law360.com/companies/plains-gp-holdings-lp/articles?article_related_content=1
https://law.lexmachina.com/lexis/link?user=law360&target=/judge/3548
https://law.lexmachina.com/lexis/link?user=law360&target=/judge/3548

